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POCC Industrial Award Lecture
Date and Time: April, 19th 2007, 8:00 p.m.
Speaker: Dr. A. F. Abdel-Magid, Johnson & Johnson PRD 
Title: Advances in Chemical Process Research 
Room: Room 102 (Big Auditorium), Chemistry Building 
             University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Ahmed Abdel-Magid received his B.S. and M.S. degrees from Cairo  University, Egypt and his Ph.D. 
degree from Temple University in Philadelphia. After postdoctoral research at the University of South 
Carolina and SmithKline Beckman, he joined Drexel University in Philadelphia as a Teaching/Research 
Associate.  In 1986, Ahmed joined the Chemical Development at Wyeth as a Senior Chemist and in 1987 he 
moved to Johnson & Johnson, also in Chemical Development, where he is currently a Senior Research 
Fellow. He continued his association with Drexel University as an adjunct professor until 2006. His research 
interests are in the area of process research, hydride reduction and reductive amination. 

Abstract: The development of a drug is a long and complex process that requires a high level of teamwork 
and collaboration between different disciplines. The lead process in drug development is chemical process 
research, which is responsible for identifying the “best route” to prepare the needed amounts of a selected 
drug candidate for all other development operations (e.g. toxicology, formulation, clinical studies, etc). The 
recent changes in pharmaceutical industry and the extremely competitive market have added strong 
demands on process chemists to design highly efficient and practical organic synthesis methodologies for 
drug substance production. This presentation will include discussion of examples from our laboratories to 
highlight this trend. 




